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February 22«rf, 1858. 

THE REV. ROBERT BURNABY, M.A., in the chair.

The subject of the Oadby church clock was again brought 
before the meeting, and some correspondence in reference to it 
read, when, instead of the proposed expensive and by no means 
tasteful plan of cutting a large hole in the spire, and then building 
out a place for the clock, the society recommended that if the 
clock had three faces placed in the lower part of the spire, the 
three dials be made of open or skeleton work of cast or wrought 
iron, of a light design, taking care that the letters and hands, 
which should be gilded, be as visible as possible, and the rest of 
the frame comparatively invisible. The dials would project 
from or stand out from the spire, so that the faces would be 
perfectly vertical. This plan would not interfere with the fabric, 
and not much injure the appearance of the church; it would render 
all stonework and building unnecessary, be a great saving in ex 
pense, and the clock would be conspicuous from a distance.

MR. V. WING exhibited some interesting views of churches, 
and also a very accurate architectural drawing by himself of the 
beautiful church of Melton Mowbray restored, to illustrate the 
following

CRITICISMS ON SOME ANCIENT EXAMPLES OF 
GOTHIC WORK.

I SUBMIT for your inspection a few views of churches, which I 
think will be found interesting. Some of them show great beauty 
of design, and others furnish valuable hints to the ecclesiastical 
architect. The first to be produced is that of Dunchurcb, in 
Warwickshire, the tower of which is worth observation. The 
next is the beautiful Perpendicular church at Devizes, in Wiltshire. 
In each of these much judgment appears in overcoming the diffi-
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culty which occurs with the staircase of the steeple. A common 
arrangement is that of an octagonal structure attached to one 
angle, rearing its head above the rest in the form of a turret. In 
castellated buildings nothing looks better than the bartizan of a 
tower; but in a church this aspiring turret is out of character, and 
has somewhat of the appearance of an ill-placed chimney. The 
designers of these two edifices feeling the objection have overcome 
it, in one instance by carrying each corner merlon of the battle 
ment to the same height as those of the staircase, and in the other 
by keeping down the whole nearly at a level, and making them 
more subordinate by erecting, as a further finish, a pinnacle at 
each corner, thus leaving the staircase with a buttressed appear 
ance, by which means it seems to serve as backbone, and yields 
that first element of true architectural design, namely, constructive 
firmness. In many cases the stairs are built within the angle, and 
the consequence is the distortion of the features of the tower, on 
one side if not more.

The next is a lithograph of the porch of Skelton Church, in 
Yorkshire. This gives a valuable hint which I am not aware that 
any one of the present day has availed himself of. Since the time 
of Pugin a preference has obtained in some quarters for the more 
mixed continental styles (possibly an ebbing has set in towards 
debasement by invention and novelty) with a disposition to 
repudiate research amongst ancient examples of the purer Gothic 
of this country; and, if so, it will not be out of season to call 
attention to some of these masterly strokes of our own great 
authors. We need scarcely be reminded that they were giants in 
their days. Witness the Norman front of the grand nave of 
Peterborough Minster, screened and eclipsed .by that" unrivalled 
west front of the thirteenth century; or at the same period, with 
a taste not inferior, the Norman work of Lincoln, preserved and 
boldly interwoven; the old cloth and a new garment, in the union 
of the rude as well as more elaborate Norman with the extension 
of the facade in elegant Early English: and in the fifteenth century 
the Perpendicular towers erected upon their Norman bases, and 
carried up in all their consummate beauty and sublimity; the 
result being a combining of the awful grandeur of the arches and 
deep shade of Peterborough with a perfect outline and an 
astonishing expanse of decoration. " Difficulties" was then but an 
other word for "opportunities." The falling of the central tower 
of Ely Cathedral only evoked a reconstruction of the centre, and 
led to such a display of taste as no lover of the art would rest 
content without visiting. At Skelton, within the limits of a porch 
doorway, the designer has evidently aimed at magnificence, and 
has as evidently succeeded. In the jambs he has obtained what 
may be called an avenue of pillars, nine in number on either side, 
bold and uncramped, which throw out their ramifications of
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mouldings above, in more than four orders, with admirable effect. 
The chief ingenuity of the scheme to which I request attention 
consists in a contrivance to show large and handsome capitals and 
bases, notwithstanding the contiguity of the shafts. This is effected 
by corbelling back some of the bases, whereby the nine merge into 
six, whilst the nine capitals plunge into and lose themselves in 
their well contrived foliage, and their abaci or tops without the 
appearance of mutilation come out four in number.

It is possible that the steeple of Market Harborough Church, 
though so near, may not have excited the admiration which it de 
serves. It is one of the most beautiful of broach steeples, and we in 
Leicestershire may feel justly proud of it. In Northamptonshire 
there are some instances of an attempt to combine in one both the 
broached and the parapetted spire. This you will see illustrated 
by Desborough steeple.

The happy invention which necessity not unfrequently gives 
rise to sometimes appeared in the erection of a tower or bell-gable, 
to secure a failing western wall. Of this we have a good instance 
at Burton, near Melton ;* Nand a better at Homsley, in Worcester 
shire. The plan is to make the new erection partly within and 
partly without the church; from the support so given the wall is 
prevented from falling either way, and the two buttresses on the 
exterior being united by an arch, to carry the superstructure, a 
feature as good as it is unique, developes itself in a kind of spon 
taneous design. I submit Romsley as giving an example of this.

In inviting your attention to the church of Hawton, near Newark, 
I regret that I have not complete delineations of it to lay before 
you. A more tasteful structure than the decorated chancel of this 
church can scarcely be conceived. The exterior is not gorgeous, 
but truly good. In all its proportions and details it is a standard 
and study of excellence. The grand seven-light window, which, 
with its flowing tracery adorns the east, can scarcely divert attention 
from the beauties of the southern side. Upon whatever point the 
eye fixes, whether the buttresses, the base mouldings and string 
courses, the cornice, the doorway, the three southern windows, or 
any other part, perfection seems to smile upon it everywhere. 
The engraving which 1 produce, I am happy to think, gives some 
idea of the building; and I am the more pleased because it gives us 
one arrangement, which shows a very bold stroke of a master mind, 
whereby, with singular success, a difficulty has been overcome, 
which conventionalities would have rendered to inferior minds 
insuperable. The southern side of the chancel is divided by 
simple but elegant buttresses into three equal bays, and in per-

* The accompanying illustration of the peculiarity referred to by Mr. Wing baa 
been obligingly drawn on the spot, expressly for this volume, by Mr. Joseph 
Goddard, Architect, Leicester, to whose artistic skill this society is constantly 
indebted.
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fecting the design, it was necessary to have a-corresponding 
window in each. Here was the difficulty: for a door was equally 
necessary, not only for utility, but to relieve in some degree the 
dulness of uniformity; and where was room for it to be found ? 
The designer has not hesitated to cut off a portion of the lower 
part of one side of the centre window with a blank piece of wall, 
defined with a skewtable cutting across in a slanting direction, as 
in perspective a porch would intersect a window, and yet without 
detriment. Into this portion so gained he has inserted a doorway 
worthy of the rest of the edifice. This church, it may be, is 
familiarly known to most of us, but those who are not acquainted with 
it, are advised to see it; not only is its exterior so good, but in the 
interior the sepulchre and founder's tomb afford equal if not 
greater attractions. The sepulchres formerly used in the worship 
of the Church of Rome having been usually of wood, are seldom 
found in existence in our English churches. The most interesting 
example in this district is, I apprehend, that at Ashwell, on this 
side Oakbam. But the most famous for their profusion of ornament 
are those of Heckington and Hawton. Of the former I have a 
print; in producing it as giving some idea of the latter one, I have 
to remark that it is mutilated and inferior to it. The exquisite 
enrichment of the walls of Hawton chancel by the founder's tomb 
and the sepulchre, it is impossible to describe. The work is in 
excellent preservation, and is as good in execution as in design.

A person of a practised eye often finds annoyance from the 
unsatisfactory representations of architectural subjects given in 
engravings. The church at Melton in the best yet published is, 
so to speak, every stone wrong; and consequently it is no guide 
to the periods and styles of its different parts. For my own 
satisfaction I undertook, a few years ago, to make an architectural 
drawing of it, and have been induced to bring it to lay before the 
meeting. In two instances the church suffers very materially from 
dilapidations. The parapet of the aisles has disappeared, and the 
caps or pinnacles of the porch octangular buttresses have perished, 
and been replaced by debased substitutes. In the drawing I 
have restored the parapet, and the pinnacles I have ventured to 
supply from a design furnished by a canopy in York Minster.

THE REV. E. W. WOODCOCK exhibited a rubbing of the brass 
of Sir Roger de Trumpington, of the date 1289, from Trumpington 
Church, Cambridge. The head of the figure is supported by the 
tilting helmet, which is large and conical, having at its apex a 
staple for affixing either the heraldic crest or the lady's scarf, 
known in chivalry as the " kerchief of pleasaunce." The helmet 
itself is secured by a chain to the narrow cincture round the waist, 
with a view thus to enable the knight to recover this important 
piece of his defensive equipment should he chance to be unnelmed




